
 
 

 

 
Houston Graduate School of Theology equips women and men to be ministers and messengers of 

God’s mission of reconciliation through academic excellence, 

personal transformation, and leadership development 

 
CS 815 Six Great Traditions of the Christian Faith (.5 credit hour) 

Spring 2020 

 

Textbooks 

Required Textbooks: 

Foster, Richard J. Streams of Living Water: Celebrating the Great Traditions of Christian Faith. New 

York: HarperOne, (reprint) 2010. ISBN-13: 978-0060628222. 

 

Smith, James Bryan, and Lynda Graybeal. A Spiritual Formation Workbook: Small Group Resources for 

Nurturing Christian Growth. (Rev. Ed.) New York: HarperOne, 2007. ISBN-13: 978-

0062516268. 

 

Course Description  

A study of the six great traditions or “streams” of the Christian faith—Contemplative, Charismatic, 

Evangelical, Holiness, Social Justice, and Incarnational—to enable students to identify each stream 

through clear definitions and related practices. Students will also determine how they have achieved 

balance regarding the living out of the streams. One hour. 

 

Student Learning Outcomes (DPC-1, -5) 

Upon completion of this course, the student will be able to: 

A. Apply and integrate spiritual concepts and practices discovered from the reading of the texts and 

the study of the six great traditions of the Christian faith through participation in round-table 

discussions and the composition of a final, reflection paper. 

B. Discuss examples of the traditions as a way to understand the traditions more fully by class 

presentations and a blog entry.  

 

Course Assignments and Reading Schedule 

A. Pre–seminar Assignment 1: Due Sunday, January 12, 2020 (50% of final grade). Each 

student will: 

1.  Peruse the Foster text for two-three biblical or historical examples for further study or 

exploration (I hope you will read the full text sometime!).  

2. Email the professor regarding the selected biblical or historical examples on which he or she 

would like to focus. (First come/first served so list in order of priority.) 

3. Research the chosen biblical or historical example in the text. 

4. Write a blog using the chosen biblical or historical example (see Appendix 1 for blog 

instructions). 

5. Come to class with the printed blog, prepared to share the blog and/or information about the 

example chosen with a small group or with the class as a whole. 

 

B. Post–seminar Assignment 2: Due Monday, February 17, 2020 (50% of final grade) 

From the Spiritual Formation Workbook, each student will select two spiritual practices for each 

stream or tradition (preferably something new to one’s regular practices). Practice each stream’s 

practices for a week, as often as necessary. At the end of each week, journal about experiences 
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with the practices (but also produce computer-generated responses to turn in). This should take 

six weeks @ about 2 hours per week to finalize, so please begin early. Each student will select a 

journal entry or two to share with the round-table discussion group during the evening meal 

Monday-Thursday. The practices may be found on the pages noted below: 

1.  Contemplative – 35-36 

2.  Holiness – 40-42 

3.  Charismatic – 48-50 

4.  Social Justice – 55-58 

5.  Evangelical – 63-65 

6.  Incarnational – 71-73 

Take some time following the seminar to shape and prepare the journal entries for submission. 

Email your journal to the Professor no later than the due date. 

 

Student Workload Expectations – Total 25 hours 

Class time (Classroom = 3; Round Table Discussions = 4) – 7 

Pre-seminar assignment – 3 hours 

Spiritual Practices and Journaling – 15 hours 

 

Course Grading Scale: “A” represents excellent work in all categories (fulfillment of assignment, 

writing and formatting, and doctoral level content); “B” represents good work in all categories; anything 

below a “B-” is considered below doctoral level.  

A  98-100   C+ 84-85 

A-  94-97   C 80-83 

B+  92-93   C- 78-79 

B  89-91   D 70-77 

B-  86-88   F   0-69 

 

Classroom Values 

In light of HGST’s mission to equip women and men to be ministers and messengers of God’s mission of 

reconciliation, and the institution’s confession of faith in Jesus Christ as Lord and Redeemer, students are 

expected to conduct themselves in accordance with values that reflect this mission and confession. 

 

Course Protocols 

A. Communication: Students can communicate with the professor through a variety of mediums. 

Virtual office hours via Zoom can be arranged by request. Emails will be answered promptly.  

B. Technology: Students are responsible for their own technology by backing up assignments, 

charging batteries, and making sure an internet connection will be available when needed. These 

are not valid excuses for failure to complete assignments on time. 

C. Due Dates: Work is expected on the due date. Late assignments will not be accepted in most 

every case. If an emergency situation arises, contact the professor as soon as possible. Any late 

assignments that are accepted will receive no less than a 10% grade reduction for every day late. 

Note: The calendar date will be taken quite literally as the due date, meaning that assignments 

should be turned in by 11:59 p.m. on the numerical date indicated within this syllabus. 

 

Classroom-related Academic Policies 

A. Regular submission of assignments on due dates in the syllabus are expected. 

B. Electronic Equipment Usage in Classrooms 

It is expected that students will use technology (cell phones, laptop computers, iPads, etc.) during 

classes only for the purposes of class work. Therefore, students should turn off cell phones and 

refrain from texting and using laptop computers during classes except for the purposes of taking 
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notes or doing research specifically authorized by the course instructor. Students who have 

emergency needs not covered by this policy must ask for an exception from the course instructor. 

 

C. Please review the Academic Catalog for requirements regarding Incompletes and Plagiarism 

issues. For more information on Library Services, please download the Library Handbook from 

the HGST website. 

 

Notes for Writing Assignments  

For DPC students: APA formatting is accepted as prescribed in the Publication Manual of the American 

Psychological Association, 6th edition. 

 

All students shall utilize 12-point Times New Roman font throughout. All written assignments should be 

turned in through CourseSites, uploaded as a PDF or Word document. 

 

Critical, or formal, writing differs from colloquial writing or spoken English at several points. The student 

should note the following guidelines for critical writing. The instructor expects students to follow these 

guidelines strictly for academic-style assignments. Failure to do so will be penalized.  

▪ Avoid second-person references and use the first person in informal writing only. Keep the 

written projects objective and professional. The student must remember that imperative forms are 

second person.  

▪ Never use contractions. 

▪ Avoid passive voice construction (i.e., The student should write “God chose Joshua” rather than 

“Joshua was chosen by God.”). Some exceptions are necessary but limiting the use of passive 

voice is a good policy. 

▪ Be sure that number and tense always agree (i.e., Do not write in one place that “Brueggemann 

argues . . .” and at another place “Brueggemann argued . . .”). Subject-verb agreement is 

imperative.  

▪ Spellcheck! Spellcheck! Spellcheck!  

▪ Grammar check works as well! 

▪ All pronouns should have clear antecedents. Avoiding “it is” and “there is” in the paper removes 

much of the ambiguity of pronoun usage.  

▪ Sentence fragments are unacceptable. Every sentence must have a subject and a predicate.  
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Appendix 1: Blogging 

 

1. Work on a concise but interesting title to grab the attention of the reader. 

2. Design a “hook” to begin the blog to grab your reader’s attention right away. 

3. If the blog is longer, use bullet points to make the article scannable. 

4. Keep the blog between 350 and 600 words. 

5. End the blog by referring back to the beginning somehow to “close the loop.” 

6. For this assignment, use something great about your biblical/historical example as a focus for the 

blog. 

 

Here is a sample (this one is 369 words and my focus was a passage of Scripture): 

 

 
The Discipline of Joy 
 
When I paint a little girl’s fingernails with a rainbow of colors and she thinks that is “so cool” while 
erupting in laughter, that is pure joy. When my arms are filled with a new set of twin grandchildren and I 
can’t stop smiling, that seems like pure joy to me too. But when I study James and read the second verse 
of that general epistle, I struggle with how facing trials of any kind should be considered “nothing but 
joy.” 
 
The more I studied, the more I understood that joy didn’t describe the trials as much as it did the 
opportunity to learn endurance, which leads directly, according to the author, to spiritual maturity and 
completeness (wholeness). I know that joy doesn’t appear in the lists of classic spiritual disciplines, but it 
does seem to fit. The classic disciplines are things like study, prayer, worship, simplicity, submission, and 
more. The practice of the disciplines leads to maturity, spiritual deepening, and, yes, even endurance. 
 
I wondered what it might be like to consider joy a spiritual discipline as well. The passage in James is a 
case in point. “My brothers and sisters, whenever you face trials of any kind, consider it nothing but joy, 
because you know that the testing of your faith produces endurance; and let endurance have its full 
effect, so that you may be mature and complete, lacking in nothing” (Jas 1:2-4 NRSV). The trials I face 
may be quite different than the trials of 1st-century Christians. However, men and women throughout 
time seem to face trials similarly—with fear and dread. What if I practiced looking forward to what the 
trial might produce—with the “discipline” of joy—rather than allowing fear and dread to rule? 
 
This is a tall order, but one I have been considering. I might not think, “This is so cool,” like the little girl 
with rainbow nails, when trials are in my path. But it could be a way to do what James encourages his 
readers to do—to count whatever is learned from the time of trial as pure joy, ahead of time, while the 
trial is going on! I think I need to learn the discipline of joy. 
 

 

Appendix 2 - Grading Rubric: Journal 

Content – 80% 

Doctoral writing skills (informal) – 15% 

Meets deadline – 5% 
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Appendix 3 – Grading Rubric: Blog 

 

Content - 65%     

Blog format 5   

Content 60   

    

      

Grammar and Formatting - 20%     

Doctoral writing skills (informal) 20   

    

      

Fulfillment of Assignment - 15%     

Length according to sample and instructions 10   

Submitted by deadline 5   

    

      

Total 100 0 

  Grade   

  Student   

  Date   

  
Due 
Date   

     

Comments 
Points 
Earned 

Grade 
Points 

  98-100 A 

  94-97 A- 

  92-93 B+ 

  89-91 B 

  86-88 B- 

  84-85 C+ 

  80-83 C 

  78-79 C- 

  70-77 D 

  0-69 F 

      

      

      

      

      

      

 


