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HOUSTON GRADUATE SCHOOL OF THEOLOGY 

IE 605 Integrative Experience: Seminarian Retreat 

Spring 2019  

Dr. Douglas Kennard 

713-942-9505 

dkennard@hgst.edu   

Houston Graduate School of Theology equips women and men to be ministers and  

messengers of God’s mission of reconciliation through academic excellence,  

personal transformation, and leadership development. 

 

I. Course Description 

Following the spirit of the on-campus Integrative Experience requirement, the annual seminary 

retreat meets the requirements for one IE course by providing interfaith and inter-denominational 

workshops, worship experiences, and small-group interaction. The retreat is co-sponsored by 

COSTS (Council of Southwestern Theological Schools) and The Multi-Cultural Alliance. The 

retreat normally is held the first week of January. The retreat is centered on a different topic each 

year. Resource scholars present the topic from an interfaith perspective, and the seminary 

students from various seminaries discuss the topic in small groups with a faculty facilitator. 

(Pass/Fail) 
 

The purpose of the Integrative Experience course is to bridge the gap between the classroom and 

larger community through participation in activities and events that integrate seminary education 

with knowledge and experience gained from outside the immediate seminary community and to 

provide peer reflection and academic assessment of those experiences. 

 

This year’s retreat will be held January 7-10, 2019. The theme is “Challenging Times.” Resource 

scholars will present the topic from an inter-faith perspective, and seminary students from 

various seminaries discuss the topic in small groups with a faculty facilitator. In the past, 

students have attended from Perkins School of Theology (SMU), Brite Divinity School (TCU), 

Logdson Divinity School (HSU), Austin Presbyterian Seminary, Austin Graduate School of 

Theology, Oblate School of Theology, and other Southwest institutions.   

 

The instructor-of-record will meet with the HGST student group during the retreat for reflection 

and reporting. One post-retreat meeting will be scheduled and required of all students for 

submission and discussion of the student’s final report for the retreat. IE is required for the 

Master of Divinity degree plan. One hour of credit is awarded. 

 

Other than normal tuition and fees, students will not incur any further costs for attending the 

Seminarian Retreat other than lunch on the return trip.  

 

Eligibility: 

Because students are representing HGST off-campus, certain criteria must be met before students 

may register for IE 605. HGST is limited to a maximum of 4 students. The first students 

approved for the retreat will be allowed to register for the course. The following criteria must be 

met: 
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1.  No student may register for the course if he/she is currently on academic probation.  

Furthermore, no student may attend if he/she has outstanding work from the previous 

semester. 

2.  Students must submit an application and receive two faculty recommendations to 

attend the retreat.  

Because attendance is limited and requires approval, students who withdraw from the 

course after registration but prior to the retreat will receive a refund only if they are 

replaced at the retreat by another student. No student will receive a refund if they register 

but fail to attend the retreat. 

II.  Student Learning Outcomes (MDiv-2) 

Upon completion of the course, the student will be able to:  

1.  Identify and explain differing viewpoints after participating in selected activities 

2.  Interact tolerantly with differing faith traditions thereby further defining personal 

beliefs as well as understanding the beliefs of others 

3.  Develop relationships and alliances with seminary students beyond HGST 

4.  Explain and discuss spiritual growth, maturity, or impact resulting from interactions 

and experiences beyond HGST’s on-campus environment 

III. Course Requirements 

1.  Pre-retreat reading—If scholars leading the retreat request that students conduct pre-

retreat readings, students are expected to complete those readings prior to arriving at 

the retreat. Students are to include discussion of the required reading in the final 

written report. 

2.  Retreat attendance—Students must attend all scheduled meetings at the retreat to 

receive credit for the course.  

3.  Final written report and discussion—Students will write a five-page report of the 

retreat and submit it to the instructor no later than March 1, 2019. The report will 

include the following: (a) a summary of and reaction to the resource scholars’ 

presentations; (b) a summary of new experiences, especially as they relate to 

conversations with other attendees and through the worship experiences; and (c) a 

review of the ways in which previous courses may have helped students think about 

the differing viewpoints they encountered.  

IV. Grading System 

Final grades will be based on the following measures: 

Retreat attendance and participation 50% 

Final report    50% 


