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HOUSTON GRADUATE SCHOOL OF THEOLOGY 

NT 501 Introduction to New Testament (3 credits) 

Fall 2019, Aug 29, 2019-Dec 12, 2019; Thursday 10 am-12:30 pm 

Dr. Doug Kennard, Professor of Christian Scripture 

713-942-9505 x 209  

dkennard@hgst.edu   

 
Houston Graduate School of Theology equips women and men to be ministers and  

messengers of God’s mission of reconciliation through academic excellence,  

personal transformation, and leadership development 

 

I. Course Description  

A study of the history and literature of the NT with attention to the content of the whole, 

representative passages throughout, and exegetical methods and problems of interpretation with 

some emphasis upon both understanding and evaluating various critical approaches. 

 

II. Course Learning Outcomes 

Upon completion of this course, the student will be able to: 

A. Analyze samples of narrative, parable, and epistle literature. This includes an 

elementary exegesis, exposition, and application (outcome 1, accomplished 

in assignments B, C, D, E, F; MDiv disposition 5 Approaching Scripture with 

integrity and scholarly attention; MDiv-6, 7, 8; MTS-3, 4, 5, 7, 9, 11; 

MACM-2). 

B. Explain the major theological issues in the books of the NT (outcome 2 and 3, 

accomplished in assignments C and E; MDiv-1, 4; MTS-2, 3, 6, 8, 10, 11; MAC-4; 

MACM-2). 

C. Recognize the unique contributions of each book of the NT (outcome 1, 

accomplished in assignments C, D, E, F; MDiv-6, 7, 8; MTS-1, 2, 3, 6, 7, 8; 

MACM-2). 

D. Differentiate and interpret at greater depth a variety of issues within the NT 

utilizing appropriate methodology (outcome 1, accomplished in assignments 

C, D, E, F; MDiv-6; MTS-2, 4, 5, 11; MACM-2). 

E. Identify some sources for resolving debatable issues by using them (outcome 

2 and 3, accomplished in assignments D, E, and F; MTS-5, 7 & 9). 

 

III. TEXTS 

 

(D) David DeSilva. An Introduction to the New Testament. Downers Grove: InterVarsity, 2018. 

978-0-8308-5217-8 

 

K1 Kennard, Douglas. Biblical Covenantalism: Engagement with Judaism, Law, Atonement, the 

New Perspective, and Kingdom Hope. Volume One Biblical Covenantism in Torah: 

Judaism, Covenant Nomism, and Atonement. Eugene: Wipf & Stock, 2015. 13-978-1-

62564-660-6 
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K2 Kennard, Douglas. Biblical Covenantalism in Prophets, Psalms, Early Judaism, Gospels, and 

Acts. Volume Two Judaism, Covenant Nomism, and Kingdom Hope. Eugene: Wipf & 

Stock, 2015. Part of previous ISBN number. 

 

K3 Kennard, Douglas. Biblical Covenantalism: Engaging the New Perspective and New 

Covenant Atonement. Volume Three Biblical Covenantalism in New Testament Epistles. 

Eugene: Wipf & Stock, 2015. Part of previous ISBN number. 

 

IV. Course Requirements 

A. The student will read assignments in text and the Bible according to schedule.  

20% of final grade.   

 

B. Observational Assignment: Write down observations on Mt. 28:18-20 in context. 

What do you see in this text? This is all about strengthening your observational 

muscles. 16% final grade. 

 

C.  Parable and Textual Criticism Assignment: The parable to interpret is Mt. 18:12-13. 

Decide any textual critical issues in the immediate context of Mt. 18:1-20. The easiest 

way to do this is look up on reserve this passage in Roger Omanson, A Textual Guide to 

the Greek New Testament. Stuttgart: German Bible Society, 2006. Another way to do this 

is to compare when a King James Bible has words that are not within NASB, NIV or 

RSV. Write what the textual critical issues are, what decision you have made, and why.  

Explain in writing what the passage is saying in the context before the parable.  Explain 

in writing what the passage is saying after the parable. Who is being addressed? Are you 

within this group? Explain in writing what the parable describes. Connect the parable’s 

description to the context in your paper; what should you do? 16% final grade. 

 

D. Letter Form Assignment: Analyze the book of James for features of letter form in its 

opening and closing and describe them in writing. 16% final grade. 

 

E.  Word Study Assignment: Study and write up the resulting semantic field and emphasis of 

the word “righteous, righteousness, just, justice, justify” in Young’s Analytical 

Concordance or Strong’s Exhaustive Concordance or electronic (Bible Works or Logos) 

or book equivalence.  If you already have some familiarity with Greek or Hebrew try 

your hand at Englishman’s Greek Concordance or Englishman’s Hebrew and Chaldee 

Concordance. Meaning is determined by use so it is important for you to assess the 

meaningful uses that are there in the biblical text. Define these terms by other than 

the words used and cite addresses as support for your points. Remember the noun, 

adjective and verb may be used differently. Look at the meaningful use in its context of 

each verse to see if it is associated with other concepts. Different human authors may use 

the words with a different nuance of meaning. Recognize these differences. Group these 

meanings like a dictionary: stating the primary meaning (with its textual rationale [using 

examples of Biblical addresses]) and then reflect the variety of uses (with textual 

examples). Interact in your written word study with a Biblical theology dictionary like: 

Colin Brown’s Dictionary of New Testament Theology (Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1975) 

or the one volume abridgment, Verlyn Verbragge’s, The NIV Theological Dictionary of 
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N.T. Words or new name Dictionary of New Testament Theology-Abridged (Grand 

Rapids: Zondervan, 2000, 2003) word # 1466 from the Exhaustive Concordance of the 

NIV, or Geoffery Bromiley’s Theological Dictionary of the New Testament or the longer 

form by Kittel, and Harris Archer and Waltke, Theological Wordbook of the O.T. 

(Chicago: Moody Press, 1980), word # 1879 from Strong’s Exhaustive Concordance.  If 

you can get the number from the Exhaustive Concordance of the NIV you can look up the 

Hebrew word directly by number in VanGemeren’s New International Dictionary of Old 

Testament Theology & Exegesis (Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1997).  Specifically, explain 

in James the meaning of righteousness and justification.  How does James’ justification 

relate to Paul’s concept?  16% final grade. 

 

F.  Identify the recipients of James in writing. By reading James and referencing specific 

James addresses, identify in writing what issues help you place the recipients of James in 

a context and time of second Temple Judaism and Christianity, and within the framework 

of the book of Acts?  16% final grade. 

  

V. Classroom-related Policies 

A. Late papers will have the grade reduced by a rate of 3% per calendar day, so include the 

date on which you turned in the late paper, or the date on which it is found will be 

assigned to it. 

B. Class participation is 10% final grade. The following guidelines have been approved for 

inclusion in all HGST syllabi and reflect standards for all courses: 

Fall/Spring semester 15-session course – 3-absence maximum 

Summer term 8-session course – 1-absence maximum (equals 4 hours).  

6-session hybrid – 1-absence maximum 

4-session hybrid – 0-absence maximum 

If a student reaches the designated number of absences, the student will no longer be 

allowed to stay in the class. The student does have the opportunity to appeal to the 

Academic Dean and should assume responsibility for scheduling that meeting as soon as 

possible.  

C.  It is expected that students will use technology (cell phones, laptop computers, iPads, 

etc.) during classes only for the purposes of class work. Therefore, students should turn 

off cell phones and refrain from texting and using laptop computers during classes except 

for the purposes of taking notes or doing research specifically authorized by the course 

instructor. Students who have emergency needs not covered by this policy must ask for 

an exception from the course instructor. 

D.  Please review the Academic Catalog for requirements regarding Incompletes and 

Plagiarism issues. For more information on Library Services, please download the 

Library Handbook from the HGST website. 

E. Criteria for grading:   Approximate Equivalent Work Load 

      Reading 1400 pages    60 hours 

 A  92-100    5 Assignments of total 20 pages for  40 hours  

 B 82-91    Class time:     45 hours 

 C 72-81    Total commitment:    145 hours 

 D 70-71     
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VII. CLASS SCHEDULE: When assignments are due. 

 

August 29  Syllabus 

 

Sept 5  D: pp. 19-26, ch. 1 and 3; K1: ch 1 

 

 12 D ch 2; K1: 6; K2: ch 5; Observation assignment due 

 

 19 D: 4-5; K2: ch 7; Mark 

 

 26 D: 6; K2: ch 6; Matthew  

 

Oct 3 D: 7; Luke; Parable and textual criticism assignment 

 

 10 D: 8; K2: ch 8; Acts 

 

 17 D: 9-10; John, John’s Epistles, 

 

 24 D: 11-13, 21; K3: ch 2; Galatians; 1 & 2 Thess; James; Letter form 

assignment  

 

 31 D: 15; K3: ch 3; Romans 

 

Nov 7 D: 14, 16; 1 & 2 Cor; Phil 

 

 14 D: 17-19; Col & Eph, Philemon, Timothy & Titus 

 

 21 D: 20; K3: ch 4; Heb; Word Study assignment 

 

 28  No class for Thanksgiving; D: 22-24 

 

Dec 5 K3: ch 5-6; 1 Peter, Jude & 2 Peter, Recipients of James assignment 

 

 12 Revelation  

 


