
 

 

Houston Graduate School of Theology 

WR 510 Christian Worship  

Fall 2019, Mondays, 6:00-8:30 PM 

Dr. Craig Gilbert, Adjunct Professor of Christian Worship 
cgilbert@hgst.edu; craig@theworshipdoctor.com 
 

Houston Graduate School of Theology equips women and men to be ministers and  

messengers of God’s mission of reconciliation through academic excellence,  

personal transformation, and leadership development 

 

I. Course Description 

An introduction to the nature, elements, and purpose of Christian worship from biblical, 

theological, and historical perspectives. Attention will be given to exploring liturgical 

forms for both regular and occasional services of the church, used by various Christian 

traditions. Emphasis will be placed on the development of leadership skills for the 

preparation and celebration of the worship event. 

 

II. Course Learning Outcomes (MDiv-1, -2, and -8) 

Upon completion of this course, the student will be able to: 

A. Evaluate a worship service guided by both theological norms and consideration of the 

pastoral context (worship planning paper) 

B. Have an understanding of solid collaborative processes with respect to planning 

worship (weekly classroom assignments) 

C. Fill a worship service with Scriptural content (weekly classroom assignments) 

D. Make solid choices with respect to selecting worship music (weekly classroom 

assignments) 

E. Articulate theological, historical and biblical background for service choices with 

respect to Christian worship that transcend the debate over style (final project) 

F. Better relate God’s story to a broader audience/congregation (formative exercise) 

G. Demonstrate a deeper understanding of specific portions of the worship service 

(Interpretive paper) 

 

III.  Texts and Course Schedule 

White, James F. Introduction to Christian Worship. 3rd edition. Nashville: Abingdon 

Press, 2001. ISBN 9780687091096. 

 

White, James F. A Brief History of Christian Worship. Nashville: Abingdon Press, 1993. 

ISBN 0687034140. 

 

Webber, Robert. Worship Old and New. Revised and Expanded Edition. Grand Rapids: 

Zondervan Press, 1994. ISBN 0310479908 

 

Your denominational hymnal and book of worship. 
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WR 510 Christian Worship 
Class and Reading Schedule 

 

 

Aug 19 Overview of Class syllabus 

Introduction of initial worship project 

Review of Formative Exercise—select option 

 

Aug 26 Intro to Christian Worship—Chapter 1 

  Worship Old and New—Chapter 1 

  Assignment-creating a personal definition of Worship 

 

Sept 2  Labor Day-No Class 

 

Sept 9  Worship Old and New—Chapter 3 (pp 95-109) 

A Brief History of Worship—Chapters 1-3 

  Assignment-determine part of your worship service with oldest roots 

  *Initial worship project due 

 

Sept 16  Worship Old and New—Chapter 3 (pp 109-134) 

  A Brief History of Worship—Chapters 4-5 

  Assignment-Where does the worship in my church fit in this timeline? 

 

Sept 23 Worship Old and New—Chapter 2 

  Review of Material covered so far 

 

Sept 30 Intro to Christian Worship-Chapters 2-3 

  Worship Old and New-Chapter 4 (pp 135-152) 

  Assignment-How can I better use the space in my church for worship? 

 

Oct 7  Intro to Worship—Chapter 6 

  Review of Material for Mid Term 

 

Oct 14  *Mid-term Exam 

 

Oct 21  Intro to Christian Worship—Chapter 4 

  Worship Old and New—Chapter 4 (pp 195-216) 

 Assignment: Group discussion on music, art and selection for worship 

 

Oct 28  Intro to Christian Worship—Chapter 8 

Assignment: Group discussion - How can worship education encourage worship 

participation? 

 

Nov 4  Worship Old and New—Chapter 4 (remaining portions) 

  Assignment: Group discussion on practical improvements to worship 
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  *Interpretive Paper due 

 

Nov 11  General review of the status of the final project 

  General review of the status of the Formative exercise 

  Assignment: Break into small groups to discuss status, gain ideas  

 

Nov 19  Continued review and work on final project 

  Assignment: present final project to teacher for comments 

  *Formative exercise is due 

 

Nov 25  Thanksgiving Break-No Class 

 

Dec 2  Discussion of Worship Definitions  

  Final Project advice and discussion 

 

Dec 9  *Final project is due   
 

IV. Course Requirements 

A. Graded Assignment: Order of worship with commentary-Due Sept 9 and Dec 9-- 

40% of final grade.  

The initial, ungraded portion of this project is informal writing. The second part 

due at the end of the semester is to be formal writing. 

The order of worship with commentary (theological and pastoral) is a two-part 

assignment. The purpose of the first part, to be turned in by September 9, is to take a 

snapshot of your thoughts on worship at the beginning of the semester. You will turn 

in an order of worship, either from your current church or an order of worship that 

you design, with informal notes for each part of the worship service. These informal 

notes will describe your thoughts about why each part is included, it’s purpose, and 

how people in the congregation are expected to engage with each worship activity.  

 

The second part, due at the end of the semester, is a formal paper. You will take your 

original worship order and reevaluate it based on the information you have learned in 

the class. You will give supported comments on why each part is included, it’s 

purpose, and how people are expected to engage with each worship activity. This 

final paper will give you a chance to show how all the various materials in the class 

have either changed your thoughts, where appropriate, or strengthened them, again 

where appropriate. 

 

A more detailed description of this project is included at the end of this syllabus.  

  

B. Graded assignment: Mid-term Exam – Due Oct. 14, 2019 

The goal of the mid-term exam is to test knowledge of the essential facts and 

concepts within White’s Introduction to Christian Worship, Chapters 1-4, and 6, 

White’s A Brief History, Chapters 1-4, and Chapters 1-3 in Webber, as well as critical 



4 

 

 

 

 

information from class from the first part of the semester. With respect to the books, 

the exam will ask in a variety of ways this question: What would the author say about 

topic X? You will be well prepared if you can explain the general facts and concepts 

contained within each author. In this regard, you will be asked to answer several short 

essay questions, choosing from several possibilities. In addition, you will be asked to 

give several short answers to questions based on critical elements from class lectures. 

 

Exams earning the highest grades will fit the following description: Provides a 

sophisticated explanation of the material through an unusually thorough, elegant, 

and insightful review of the authors’ viewpoints. 30% of final grade 

 

C. Graded assignment: Interpretive and application paper – Due Nov. 4, 2019 

This is an informal paper. 

The next assignment, which is the interpretive and application paper, will ask you to 

take the key points you have identified in the second half of the books being covered 

to a higher level of understanding. Specifically, you will be asked to apply a key point 

from each book to the worship of the church for which you serve or have chosen to 

write an order of worship in the initial assignment. In other words, with respect to 

their key points, what would Webber and White likely say about the worship of the 

chosen church? The goal of the paper is to see if you can use the information from 

these authors by applying it to a specific congregation. 

 

2 to 2 ½ pages should be written for each author applying their key point (8 pages 

maximum for the assignment). After providing a summary interpretation of the key 

point, the student should describe the importance and significance of the identified 

point for the church. The implications of the points, whether to suggest a change or to 

reinforce a current practice, should then follow.  

This paper counts for 15% of the semester grade. 

 

Papers earning the highest grades will fit the following description: Provides a 

powerful and illuminating interpretation of the key point as well as a flexible and 

insightful analysis of its relationship to the current congregation. 15% of final grade 

 

D. Graded Assignment: Participation 

The participation grade will be based on completion of the assigned readings and 

good participation in the class discussions. 

 

Higher participation grades will be based, too, on regular attendance at the precept, 

active and appropriate participation in discussions, and obvious contributions to 

group projects. 10% of final grade 

 

E. Formative Exercise Assignment – Due Nov. 19, 2019, 5% of final grade 

This project is to be presented as informal writing.  

Developing a Definition of Worship 
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a. At the beginning of the semester, write your definition of congregational 

worship followed by an explanation of your definition.  

b. Make notes as you read through the class materials of thoughts and writings 

that might effect, confirm, or alter your definition. 

c. On the final official class day turn in your final definition of worship along 

with an explanation of how and why your definition has changed over the 

course of the semester.  

d. The final project should be no more than 4 pages.  

 

F. Weekly Assignments 

A Note on their Use and Importance 

The weekly assignments are crucial to this class. In most weeks there will be a 

specific, concrete exercise designed to give students a chance to use course 

materials to work toward fulfilling the learning outcomes listed above. Some 

assignments will be spontaneous. Some will require preparation. Some will be 

individual while others will be collaborative. Students will be organized into 

working teams for the collaborative assignments at the beginning of the semester. 

 

Grading Participation 

Participation in the weekly assignments, will count toward the class participation 

grade. Higher participation grades will be based on regular attendance, active and 

appropriate participation in discussion, and obvious contribution to group 

projects. Missed assignments, except in the case of medical necessity or 

unforeseen crisis, will result in a lowering of the participation grade. 

 

Student Workload Expectations – Total 137 hours 

Class time – 45 hours 

Intro Paper--8 hours 

White readings—20 hours 

Webber readings—11 hours 

Weekly Assignments—15 hours 

Mid-term Exam—8 hours 

Interpretive Paper—10 hours 

Formative Exercise—10 hours 

Final Paper—20 hours 

 

V.  Course Grading Scale - Grading criteria include, following the assignment (30%),  

compiling a paper or project with graduate-level content (50%), using proper grammar and 

writing techniques and adhering to correct formatting (20%). An “A” represents excellent 

work in all categories; “B” is good; “C” is fair; and “D” is poor. Plusses and minuses will 

be assigned as appropriate. 

A 100-95   B   89-85  C 79-75 

A-   94-92   B-   84-82  C- 74-72 

B+   91-90   C+   81-80  D 71-70 
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Course requirements and grade calculation: 

The final grade will be computed based on the following scale: 

Final Order of worship with commentary      40% 

Mid-term exam on book and course materials      30% 

Interpretive and application paper using White, White, and Webber   15% 

Class participation         10% 

Formative exercise           5% 

 

Tardiness penalty 

Each assignment should be turned in on the date and time for which it is due (exception: 

oral exams will be individually scheduled). After that due date and time, tardiness penalties 

ensue unless the student has made prior arrangements with the professor. (Notice both his 

cell phone and office numbers are in this syllabus. Call him; don’t hesitate.) Exemption 

from the tardiness penalty is dependent upon a true exigency. A late assignment turned in 

within 6 hours on the due date will suffer a ½ letter grade deduction on that assignment 

(e.g., an assignment which would have earned a 90 will receive an 85). Past that initial 

period, a late assignment will be penalized in the following manner: 

 --after 6 hours on the due date up to the beginning of the next class (i.e., in the first 24 

hours of the original due date and time): 1 full letter grade deduction (e.g., a 90 assignment 

will receive an 80); 

 --second 24 hours from original due date and time: 2 full letter grade deduction 

 --third 24 hours: 3 full letter grade deduction, etc. 

 --anything more than a week late will receive a grade of 20 

 The professor reserves the right not to provide qualitative, written feedback on late 

assignments. 

 

VI.  Classroom-related Academic Policies 

A.  Regular attendance and regular submission of assignments on due dates in the 

syllabus is expected. The following guidelines have been approved for inclusion in all 

HGST syllabi and reflect standards for all courses: 

Fall/Spring semester 15-session course – 3-absence maximum 

Summer term 8-session course – 1-absence maximum (equals 4 hours).  

6-session hybrid – 1-absence maximum 

4-session hybrid – 0-absence maximum 

If a student reaches the designated number of absences, the student will no longer be 

allowed to stay in the class. The student does have the opportunity to appeal to the 

Academic Dean and should assume responsibility for scheduling that meeting as soon 

as possible.  

B.  Work is expected on the due date. Late papers will receive no less than a one-letter 

grade reduction. 

C. Turnitin.com  

1.  All written assignments are subject to required submission to www.turnitin.com 

to check for originality and style. The assignments that are required for 

submission will be described in the syllabus.  
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2. Students will create an account at www.turnitin.com. After doing so, the student 

will join the course page with the code and password supplied by the instructor. A 

list of assignments and due dates will be available on the course page.  

3. Students will submit assignments by the due date and time and will be required to 

submit the assignments in a hard copy format as well. 

D. Electronic Equipment Usage in Classrooms  

It is expected that students will use technology (cell phones, laptop computers, iPads, 

etc.) during classes only for the purposes of class work. Therefore, students should 

turn off cell phones and refrain from texting and using laptop computers during 

classes except for the purposes of taking notes or doing research specifically 

authorized by the course instructor. Students who have emergency needs not covered 

by this policy must ask for an exception from the course instructor.  

E.  Please review the Academic Catalog for requirements regarding Incompletes and 

Plagiarism issues. For more information on Library Services, please download the 

Library Handbook from the HGST website. 

 

VII.  Notes for Writing Assignments  

For MDiv students: All writing assignments should conform to Kate Turabian, A Manual 

for Writers of Term Papers, Theses, and Dissertations, 8th Edition. This includes matters 

of style and format. The instructor requires the use of footnotes for documentation when 

more than one resource is cited. The student must number pages. According to Turabian, 

page numbers appear in the upper right hand corner, except on pages with major headings 

(titles). Margins should be one inch on all four sides, except where major headings (titles) 

require a two-inch top margin.  

 

Critical, or formal, writing differs from colloquial writing or spoken English at several 

points. The student should note the following guidelines for critical writing. The 

instructor expects students to follow these guidelines strictly for academic-style 

assignments. Failure to do so will be penalized.  

▪ Avoid first- or second-person references, both singular and plural (“I,” “we,” or 

“you”). Keep the written projects objective and professional. The student must 

remember that imperative forms are second person.  

▪ Never use contractions. 

▪ Avoid passive voice construction (i.e., The student should write “God chose 

Joshua” rather than “Joshua was chosen by God.”). Some exceptions are necessary, 

but limiting the use of passive voice is a good policy. 

▪ Be sure that number and tense always agree (i.e., Do not write in one place that 

“Brueggemann argues . . .” and at another place “Brueggemann argued . . .”). 

Subject-verb agreement is imperative.  

▪ Spellcheck! Spellcheck! Spellcheck!  

▪ Grammar check works as well! 

▪ All pronouns should have clear antecedents. Avoiding “it is” and “there is” in the 

paper removes much of the ambiguity of pronoun usage.  
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▪ Sentence fragments are unacceptable. Every sentence must have a subject and a 

predicate.  

 

Contacting the Professor: 

 ▪Basic rule: emails get first priority, texts second, call only if emergency or requested 

 ▪Email:  craig@theworshipdoctor.com 

▪Phone:  281-794-5628 
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Appendix 

 

 I.    Detailed Description of the Semester Worship Order Project 

 

By September 9, turn in a complete order of worship in your current context, or, an 

order of worship you design for future use, with texts, along with a commentary that 

explains your reasons—theological, pastoral, or otherwise—for your choices. 

Describe the service generally (How does it worship God and why?); state the intent 

and rationale for the service (What were you trying to accomplish?); and describe the 

appropriateness for this congregation (What makes this service appropriate for how 

this congregations worship?) Use either a service in your current context or design the 

service for a Sunday in January at a congregation of your choosing. Either way, 

provide a thorough description of the congregation and its setting. Provide the 

complete texts for all acts of worship. Let this initial work be an honest expression of 

your views at the beginning of the semester. It will not be graded. Keep a copy. 

 

There is no specified length for this initial order and commentary. What you want to 

do is give yourself enough to work with when it comes to your review at the end of 

the semester. Right now, at the beginning of the semester, do the best job you can on 

the order and commentary. I am looking for an honest picture of either what you do 

currently in worship in your current context, or what you would do now. Just do the 

order, providing the texts, and answer the questions listed above in sufficient detail to 

give yourself something with which to work. 

 

The professor suggests printing out a copy of the initial order and commentary and 

keeping it with you anytime you are doing reading for this class, in a class. Make 

notes to yourself as you come across things that would be applicable and relevant. 

When you get to the end of the semester, hopefully, you already had a kind of 

skeleton outline of things to say when you prepare the final version as described 

below. Due December 9. 

 

At the end of the semester, turn in the revision of your original work, along with a 

reflection on how the various materials in the course have determined what you have 

kept, what you have changed, and what you have eliminated. Demonstrate that you 

have appropriated the course content, confirming original opinions where strong, 

deepening them where solid yet shallow, and changing them where weak.  

 

In terms of formatting the final version, observe the following: Since the basic point 

of the assignment is to show the increase in your knowledge by means of contrast and 

comparison, the formatting should make it easy for the grader to see what was 

original, what is new, and why there are changes. Therefore, aim for the following: 

--Put your original order of worship and commentary first in order; the 

commentary can either be a separate sub-section or embedded within the order of 

worship; label this section clearly as original material. 
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--Put a clear page break between that first section (original order and 

commentary) and the new material, and label that this is new material. The clear 

break will allow a grader to separate and lay the old and new materials side by 

side if necessary or helpful. 

*--At the beginning of the new material, include a short summary describing the 

big changes (and/or affirmations of strong aspects of the original work) in the 

new material and why; this section will serve as a kind of bridge.  

*--Then include the updated order of worship and commentary. Use shading, 

italicization, underlining, or footnoting to make it obvious and clear what you 

have kept from the original, what you have changed, what you have eliminated, 

where course material is impacting your thought. Comment on where course 

materials have confirmed originally strong opinions, deepened them where 

original work was solid yet shallow, and changed them where they were weak 

originally. 

*--Either embed the commentary within the revised order of worship or use 

footnotes or parentheses within the commentary so that the grader knows to 

which parts of the order of worship the comments apply. 

--If you use notes for any purpose, use footnotes, not endnotes, so that the grader 

can see all associated materials on a single page. 

--Those items marked with an (*) above should run 15-20 pages in total 

cumulative length. 

 

Assignments earning higher grades will show thorough and accurate knowledge of 

the range of course content in the revised order of worship and final self-evaluation, 

being thorough in every critical instance where course material could be applied and 

not overlooking any such instance. The assignment counts for 40% of the semester 

grade. Due December 9, 2019. 

 

A Handy Hint 

Constance Cherry’s book, The Worship Architect, can provide creative ideas for 

considering the arrangement of materials in an order of worship. This book is on 

reserve in the library. 
 


